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In dealings with other people, remember the Torah
 :o ¤a ¤̀  zŸg ªl z ªc¥r«d̈ zŸg ªl i¥p §W i©pi ¦q x ©d §A FY ¦̀  x ¥A ©c §l FzŸN ©k §M d ¤Wn l ¤̀  o ¥Y¦I©e(jh:tk)

 When He had finished speaking with him on Mount Sinai, He

gave Moshe the two tablets of the testimony, stone tablets.

(31:18) Hashem gave Moshe “two luchos” of testimony.

Rashi comments that “luchos”, zŸg ªl, is written here as though

it were in singular form, for the two tablets were both alike –

like one. Hagaon Rav Moshe Feinstein explains the

significance of this: The Ten Commandments are divided

into two groups. Half are Mitzvos that apply to man’s

relationship with Hashem,  mewnl mc` oia, and half apply to

man’s relationship with his fellow man, exiagl mc` oia. Many

people mistakenly assume that these two groups are

mutually exclusive, failing to realize that their dealings with

other people also come under the realm of fulfilling the

wishes of Hashem, and which must therefore be carried out

with Torah guidelines rather than dictated by rationalism and

emotions. Many people, in their sincere desire to do good for

others, are forced into hasty actions, based upon their

impulses, rather than first deliberating with Torah scholars to

obtain the Torah’s guidelines. (Bastion of Faith)       

The challenges in Emuna are Unbelievable.
mEw eil̈ ¥̀  Ex §n Ÿ̀«I ©e oŸx£d«©̀  l©r mr̈d̈ l ¥dT̈¦I©e xd̈d̈Îo ¦n z ¤c ¤xl̈ d ¤Wn W ¥Wa i «¦M mr̈d̈ ` §x©I©e
m ¦i ©x §v ¦n u ¤x ¤̀ ¥n Epl̈¡r«¤d x ¤W£̀  Wi ¦̀ d̈ d ¤Wn d¤f i ¦M Epi¥pẗ §l Ek §l«¥i x ¤W£̀  mi ¦dŸl ¡̀  Epl̈ d ¥U£r

F «l dïd̈Îd ¤n Ep §r ©cï Ÿ̀l :(d-t ck)  

When the people saw that Moses was late in coming down from the

mountain, the people gathered against Aaron, and they said to

him: "Arise and make for us gods that will go before us, because

this man Moses, who brought us up from the land of Egypt-- we

don't know what has become of him."(32:1-3) The Torah is our

spiritual guide in life. The obvious question many people ask

is: after all of the miracles and wonders that the Jewish

people saw with their own  eyes  at  the  Exodus from Egypt

and the Splitting of the Red Sea, after they merited receiving

the Torah with such signs and miracles, when the Creator of

the world Himself, in His glory, was revealed before  their

eyes so soon thereafter, did they then create a Golden Calf as

a god? This was an act that superseded all previous sins,

because whoever submits to Avoda Zara is dxezd lka xtek
dlek denying the entire Torah. Can we comprehend this?

Even though they saw that Moshe was late in returning, and

even if they mistakenly believed that Moshe Rabbeinu had

died, could they go so far as to create a Golden Calf?  Moshe

had many holy students whom  they could have approached

and from whom they could have sought counsel and asked

for proper guidance. The answer may be: all our lives, we

have to fight the Yetzer Hara, who constantly places doubts

of Emunah in our minds. The Tzaddikim say that

Amelek, w ¥ln̈©r, has the numerical value of 240, which is the

same as the word w ¥tq̈. When one lives a life of doubts, he is

easily swayed by his moods or happenings. True ehrliche

Yidden always stood strong in their Emunah, and that is

what held their spirits high even in the hardest times. The

Torah is teaching us that lesson through the story of the

Golden Calf. Of course they saw great miracles but their

Emunah was not so strong, and was still filled with doubts.

That is why the Torah states at the end of Parshas Beshalach:

:xŸ «C xC ¦n w ¥ln̈£r«©A 'd«©l dn̈g̈ §l ¦n Dï q ¥MÎl©r cïÎi ¦M x ¤n Ÿ̀I©e And he said, For

there is a hand on the throne of the Eternal, [that there shall

be] a war for the Lord against Amalek from generation to

generation. Amalek never gives up as long as a person has

doubts in Emunah. Dovid Hamelech says in the first chapter

of Tehillim: m ¦in̈ i¥b §l ©RÎl©r lEzẄ u¥r §M dïd̈ §e He shall be as a tree

planted beside rivulets of water. The Seforim say that doubts

cause forgetfulness. A famous saying reads: When a person

has Emunah, he has no questions. When he doesn’t have

Emunah, he has no answers. Let us be strong with

Emunah, !ecaln cer oi`.  (Yehuda Z. Klitnick)

  We always will need the merit of the Avos

:KÄ m ¤dl̈ Ÿ §r ©A §W ¦p x ¤W £̀  Li ¤cä£r l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i §lE wg̈ §v ¦i §l md̈ẍ §a ©̀ §l xŸk§f(dh:ck)  

Remember Avraham, Yitzchok and Yisrael, Your servants, to

whom You swore by Your very Self. (32:13) Moshe Rabbeinu

is begging forgiveness in the merit of the Avos. Three times

a day we say in the Shemone Esrai i ¥wŸl ¤̀ ¤e Epi ¥wŸl ¡̀  ï §i dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
.aŸw£r©i i ¥wŸl ¡̀ ¤e ,wg̈ §v ¦i i ¥wŸl ¡̀  ,md̈ẍ §a ©̀  i ¥wŸl ¡̀  ,Epi «¥zFa£̀  We mention the

three Avos, and  zFa ῭  i ¥c §q ©g x ¥kFf §e we request that Hashem

should bless us in their merit. Rabbeinu Bachya states a

powerful message: If Moshe Rabbeinu, the master of all

Nevi’im, needed to mention the Z'chus Avos in his Tefilah,

then certainly we  must  mention  the  Zechus  Avos  in  our

Tefilos. We must have Kavanah that we are praying in the

Z'chus of the Avos, for that is the desire of Hakodosh

Boruch Hu. (Rabbeinu Bachya)       vjnac ihcrn rst xbfban

Story  of  the week      (By Yehuda Z. Klitnick)

**** The Rebbe was summoned to a hearing, and opened the heart  of the officer to Teshuva ****

The Rebbe Reb Uri of Strelisk was a talmid of Reb Shlome

of Karlin, author of the sefer Imrei Kodesh. In those days,

many tzaddikim traveled extensively to spread the Torah of

the Baal Shem Tov. Reb Uri had a large following in the city
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of Lemberg. Since Lemberg was a very large city, there were

many Misnagdim who opposed the teachings of  the Baal

Shem Tov, and some hotheads searched for ways to stop Reb

Uri from spreading his Torah, and to have him banned from

coming to Lemberg at all!

However they were having a difficult time, as Reb Uri was

very respected by the government and did not do anything

against the law, to justify barring him from teaching Torah.

They came up with an idea: They would go to the highest

official in Lemberg, whose office was in St. Petersburg, and

who did not know Reb Uri, and there they would accuse Reb

Uri of inciting his followers in Lemberg to disobey the laws

of the country, by telling them to pray and learn Torah all

day, as a result of which they would not go to work and

make a living. This would cause his followers to be disloyal

citizens.

They decided to send a delegation of intellectuals, who were

good orators and familiar with the law, to make the trip to St.

Petersburg. They put together a legal document and asked

for a meeting with the Minister. On the assigned day, a

group headed to the capital of Russia to meet the Minister,

who received the delegation at his headquarters. They were

seated and asked to present their complaint against Reb Uri.

The High Official was a bright man, and after hearing their

case, he was not at all convinced of their accusation, and sent

them on their way.

Undeterred they searched for the right person to complain,

who would have the authority to ban Reb Uri. After some

research, they decided to meet the officer who enforced the

laws in Lemberg; he definitely would see thir point - of -

view and be of help to them. He was a professor of law,

possessed a brilliant mind, and was a staunch believer in

proper work ethics. The delegation made an appointment to

meet him, and at the meeting, they presented their complaint

against Reb Uri. They told the professor that the followers of

the Rebbe prayed all day and did not go to work, which was

against the law.

The professor was a decent man, and his priority was to have

all citizens working properly. This accusation was disturbing

to him. However, he still wasn’t convinced, but promised

them that he would look into the details and would ask that

the Rebbe come to a hearing to defend himself against the

charges.

The Misnagdim felt that they had a good chance of

achieving their goal. After a while, a messenger from the

professor arrived at the home of Reb Uri with an official

government document, ordering him to appear before the

professor in a week’s time to answer the severe charges

against him. The Chassidim were petrified, as they realized

that the Rebbe would be no match for the professor. The

Rebbe calmed the Chassidim down, and said: “There is

nothing to be worried about!” The Rebbe answered the

messenger that he would appear. The Chassidim chose from

among themselves the most brilliant minds and best speakers

to help the Rebbe at the hearing. The day of the hearing

arrived, and a large group of chassidim came along. When

the hearing was scheduled to begin, the professor opened the

door. The Rebbe entered the room with a few of his

Chassidim who were there to help him. However, the

professor asked them to  leave, as he wished to speak to the

Rebbe privately. 

Now the Chassidim were really worried! The Rebbe would

be no match for him! The Rebbe entered the room and sat

down. The Chassidim, waiting outside, were saying

Tehillim. The hearing lasted a long time, and after nearly

five hours they feared the worst. The door opened, and the

professor walked out with the Rebbe engaged in a warm

discussion. When the professor realized that so many hours

had gone by, he thanked the Rebbe for meeting him. He said

it was an honor to meet such a bright man, and that the

Rebbe would always be welcome to come to Lemberg!

The Chassidim drank lechaim with the Rebbe. A while later,

the elder Chassidim asked the Rebbe: what had transpired at

the hearing? The Rebbe answered: “As soon as I sat down

with the professor, he asked me a question on a certain topic

which was bothering him. I answered him and his face lit up.

He then asked me a few more questions on matters that had

eluded his understanding, and again I answered him, and he

was very satisfied. When he asked how I knew these

subjects, I answered that when I was younger and learned

Torah, the gates of wisdom opened for me. The same, I said

is with my followers. By spending time praying and learning

the Torah, they gain wisdom and are loyal citizens. 

The professor told me then that he would dismiss the case

against me. Meanwhile, the professor, who has a brilliant

mind, entered with me into a deep discussion, which lasted a

long time. The high point was that inasmuch as he was a

Yid, our discussion rekindled the flames inside of him, and

he expressed his intention to become an observant Jew. The

professor is keeping his word. We are in touch regularly, and

he is now learning the Torah and enjoying it immensely.”

A publication of Seforim World. 1000’s of seforim: new, old and out of print, and Rabbinical Letters for sale. As

a new service, we will accept, upon examination, your used seforim and English books.  4403 16th Ave. Brooklyn N.Y. 11204

U.S.A. www.seforimworld.com or pardesyehuda1@gmail.com 718 438 8414  718 633 5500  Hours are Sun. - Thurs. 11:30 -

7:30 pm; Fri. till 1:30 pm. 

 The place to buy that unique   gift. A rare sefer, a letter from a Rav or Rebbe.

Many letters for sale.For sale:  volumes of Chofetz Chaim -with Muggah- plus an Ahavas Chesed -2

Muggah’s, The Glima that the Baba Sali wore during his learning. Authentic!  A Gemora signed by the

Peleh Yoetz  Reb Eliezer Papo, A Letter from Reb Chaim Ozer to Rav Herzog to help the Jews of Ireland, A

nice letter from the Kovna Rav, the Dvar Avraham, and another Rav in Kovna  Rav Chazkel Levenshtein.

A sefer that belonged to the Malbim We sell silver coins for Pidyon Haben, as well as all coin holders.

A publication of Seforim World by Yehuda Z. Klitnick    pardesyehuda1@ gmail.com  Parshas Ki Sisa 5779  #337


